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Dynamic Listening Comprehension Unit 5 Chapter 1 (Video #9) 

Why dinosaurs disappeared 

 

Watch the video here: https://youtu.be/kkLE1x9e_IE  

 
Several theories have been proposed about why the dinosaurs disappeared from the face of the earth. In recent years, 

one popular theory proposes that climatic changes caused the dinosaurs to become extinct. This climatic change theory 

says that millions of years ago the climate of the world gradually became colder. As the earth slowly became colder, 

fewer plants were able to grow. The cold weather finally resulted in a severe shortage of food for the dinosaurs. As you 

probably know, most of the dinosaurs were vegetarians, and they depended on plants for their food supply. In 

summary, then, the disappearance of the dinosaurs was caused directly by a shortage of plants to eat, and indirectly by 

a change in the climate. Many scientists still believe that the climatic change theory best explains why the dinosaurs 

disappeared. This theory argues that the dinosaurs disappeared gradually—slowly—as the earth became colder and 

their food supply dwindled. 

Today there is new evidence for the theory that the dinosaurs did not disappear gradually, but that they disappeared 

quickly and suddenly. This theory is known as the asteroid theory. It states that a huge asteroid, or perhaps a comet, hit 

the earth about 65 million years ago. When this comet or asteroid hit the earth, it caused a huge dust cloud. The huge 

dust cloud covered the whole earth and blocked out the sun for months. Since there was no sun for many, many 

months, most of the plants on earth died. The dinosaur’s food supply was destroyed in a period of months. 

While this asteroid theory is not new, what is new is the evidence for the theory. Until recently there was no evidence 

that an asteroid or a comet had hit the earth 65 million years ago. What happened recently was that scientists found 

large amounts of a rare earth element called iridium all over the world. This iridium was found in layers of the earth 

that are 65 million years old. The iridium was found in the same layers where the bones of the last dinosaurs were 

found. 

The element iridium is very uncommon, in fact, rare, on the earth. It is an element, however, that is more often found in 

space. Scientists speculate that this iridium was brought to earth 65 million years ago when a comet or asteroid hit the 

earth. 

The comet or asteroid theory explains two things. Number 1: It explains the larger amount of the rare element iridium 

found in the 65-million-year-old layers of earth. And number 2: it explains why the dinosaurs disappeared from the 

earth. 

Now today, scientists continue to debate the two theories: the climatic change theory and the asteroid theory. In the 

future, evidence may be found that supports a totally new theory of why the terrible lizards died out. 

  

https://youtu.be/kkLE1x9e_IE
https://youtu.be/kkLE1x9e_IE


2 
 

Dynamic Listening Comprehension Unit 5 Chapter 1 (Video #9) 

Why dinosaurs disappeared ERROR CORRECTION EXERCISE 

 

Types of errors: articles (a, an, the), verb tense, verb forms, passive voice, singular/plural, parts of speech (for 

example, using a noun when an adjective is necessary—safety or safe?) 

These types of errors are the ones that students make most commonly in their writing and speaking. 

Try to find all the errors by reading, then listen to the lecture again and try to hear the differences between 

what the speaker says and what is written in this text that needs to be corrected. There is one error in each 

sentence. 

 
1. Several theories have been proposed about why the dinosaurs disappear from the face of the earth. 

2. In recent years, one popular theory proposes that climatic changes caused the dinosaurs to become extinction.  

3. This climatic change theory say that millions of years ago the climate of the world gradually became colder.  

4. As the earth slowly became colder, fewer plants able to grow.  

5. The cold weather finally results in a severe shortage of food for the dinosaurs.  

6. As you probably know, most of the dinosaurs were vegetarians, and they dependent on plants for their food 

supply.  

7. In summary, then, the disappearance of the dinosaurs was cause directly by a shortage of plants to eat, and 

indirectly by a change in the climate.  

8. Many scientist still believe that the climatic change theory best explains why the dinosaurs disappeared. 

9. This theory argues that the dinosaurs disappearing gradually—slowly—as the earth became colder and their food 

supply dwindled. 

10. Today there is new evidence for the theory that the dinosaurs did not disappear gradually, but that they 

disappeared quickly and sudden.  

11. This theory is know as the asteroid theory.  

12. It states that a huge asteroid, or perhaps a comet, hit the earth about 65 million year ago.  

13. When this comet or asteroid hit the earth, it was caused a huge dust cloud.  

14. The huge dust cloud covered whole earth and blocked out the sun for months.  

  



3 
 

15. Since there was no sun for many, many months, most of the plants on earth were died.  

16. The dinosaurs food supply was destroyed in a period of months. 

17. While this asteroid theory is not new, what is new is the evidences for the theory.  

18. Until recent there was no evidence that an asteroid or a comet had hit the earth 65 million years ago. 

19. What happened recently was that scientists found large amounts of a rare earth element called iridium all over 

world.  

20. This iridium was found in layer of the earth that are 65 million years old.  

21. The iridium was found in the same layers where the bone of the last dinosaurs were found. 

22. The element iridium is very uncommonly, in fact, rare, on the earth.  

23. It is an element, however, that more often found in space.  

24. Scientists speculate that this iridium was brought to earth 65 million years ago when comet or asteroid hit the 

earth. 

25. The comet or asteroid theory explain two things.  

26. Number 1: It explains larger amount of the rare element iridium found in the 65-million-year-old layers of earth.  

27. And number 2: it explains the dinosaurs disappeared from the earth. 

28. Now today, scientists continue to debate the two theories: the climatic change theory and asteroid theory.  

29. In the future, evidence may be found that supports totally new theory of why the terrible lizards died out. 
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Dynamic Listening Comprehension Unit 5 Chapter 1 (Video #9) 

Why dinosaurs disappeared ERROR CORRECTION EXERCISE 

CORRECTIONS SHOWN IN RED FONT 

 

Types of errors: articles (a, an, the), verb tense, verb forms, passive voice, singular/plural, parts of speech (for 

example, using a noun when an adjective is necessary—safety or safe?) 

These types of errors are the ones that students make most commonly in their writing and speaking. 

Try to find all the errors by reading, then listen to the lecture again and try to hear the differences between 

what the speaker says and what is written in this text that needs to be corrected. There is one error in each 

sentence. 

 
1. Several theories have been proposed about why the dinosaurs disappeared from the face of the earth. 

2. In recent years, one popular theory proposes that climatic changes caused the dinosaurs to become extinction.  

3. This climatic change theory says that millions of years ago the climate of the world gradually became colder.  

4. As the earth slowly became colder, fewer plants were able to grow.  

5. The cold weather finally resulted in a severe shortage of food for the dinosaurs.  

6. As you probably know, most of the dinosaurs were vegetarians, and they depended on plants for their food supply.  

7. In summary, then, the disappearance of the dinosaurs was caused directly by a shortage of plants to eat, and 

indirectly by a change in the climate.  

8. Many scientists still believe that the climatic change theory best explains why the dinosaurs disappeared. 

9. This theory argues that the dinosaurs disappeared gradually—slowly—as the earth became colder and their food 

supply dwindled. 

10. Today there is new evidence for the theory that the dinosaurs did not disappear gradually, but that they 

disappeared quickly and suddenly.  

11. This theory is known as the asteroid theory.  

12. It states that a huge asteroid, or perhaps a comet, hit the earth about 65 million years ago.  

13. When this comet or asteroid hit the earth, it was caused a huge dust cloud.  

14. The huge dust cloud covered the whole earth and blocked out the sun for months.  
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16. Since there was no sun for many, many months, most of the plants on earth were died.  

17. The dinosaurs’ food supply was destroyed in a period of months. 

18. While this asteroid theory is not new, what is new is the evidences for the theory.  

19. Until recently there was no evidence that an asteroid or a comet had hit the earth 65 million years ago. 

20. What happened recently was that scientists found large amounts of a rare earth element called iridium all over the 

world.  

21. This iridium was found in layers of the earth that is 65 million years old.  

22. The iridium was found in the same layers where the bones of the last dinosaurs were found. 

23. The element iridium is very uncommonly, in fact, rare, on the earth.  

24. It is an element, however, that is more often found in space.  

25. Scientists speculate that this iridium was brought to earth 65 million years ago when a comet or asteroid hit the 

earth. 

26. The comet or asteroid theory explains two things.  

27. Number 1: It explains the larger amount of the rare element iridium found in the 65-million-year-old layers of 

earth.  

28. And number 2: it explains why the dinosaurs disappeared from the earth. 

29. Now today, scientists continue to debate the two theories: the climatic change theory and the asteroid theory.  

30. In the future, evidence may be found that supports a totally new theory of why the terrible lizards died out. 
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1. Consonant to vowel linking ( hyphen - ) 

2. Word stress in words with more than one syllable (bold font) 

3. Stressed one-syllable words (in red font) 

4. Notice the schwa sound in the unstressed words and syllables ( ə ) 

 

1. Se/ver/al theo/ries have been pro/posed-a/bout why the di/no/saurs dis/ap/peared from the face-

of the earth.  

2. In re/cent years, one po/pu/lar theo/ry pro/po/ses that cli/ma/tic chang/es caused the di/no/saurs 

to be/come-ex/tinct.  

3. This cli/ma/tic change theo/ry says that mil/lions-of years-a/go the cli/mate-of the world 

gra/du/al/ly be/came col/der.  

4. As the earth slow/ly be/came col/der, few/er plants were ab/le to grow.  

5. The cold wea/ther fi/nal/ly re/sul/ted-in-a se/vere shor/tage-of food for the di/no/saurs.  

6. As you pro/ba/bly know, most-of the di/no/saurs were ve/ge/ta/ri/ans, and they de/pen/ded-on 

plants for their food sup/ply.  

7. In sum/ma/ry, then, the dis/ap/pear/ance-of the di/no/saurs was caused di/rect/ly by a shor/tage-

of plants to eat, and in/di/rect/ly by a change-in the cli/mate.  

8. Ma/ny sci/en/tists still be/lieve that the cli/ma/tic change theo/ry best-ex/plains why the 

di/no/saurs dis/ap/peared.  

9. This theo/ry ar/gues that the di/no/saurs di/sap/peared gra/du/al/ly—slow/ly—as the earth 

be/came col/der and their food sup/ply dwin/dled. 
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Listening exercise 

Student A: Read aloud up to each slash mark, then stop. 

Student B: Repeat what student A says. 

 

Several theories / have been proposed / about why the dinosaurs disappeared / from the face of the earth. / In recent 

years, / one popular theory / proposes that climatic changes / caused the dinosaurs / to become extinct. / This climatic 

change theory / says that millions of years ago / the climate of the world / gradually became colder. / As the earth 

slowly became colder, / fewer plants were able to grow. / The cold weather / finally resulted / in a severe shortage of 

food / for the dinosaurs. / As you probably know, / most of the dinosaurs were vegetarians, / and they depended / on 

plants for their food supply. / In summary, then, / the disappearance of the dinosaurs / was caused directly / by a 

shortage of plants to eat, / and indirectly / by a change in the climate. / Many scientists / still believe / that the climatic 

change theory / best explains / why the dinosaurs disappeared. / This theory argues / that the dinosaurs / disappeared 

gradually/ --slowly--/ as the earth became colder / and their food supply dwindled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listening exercise 

Student A: Read aloud up to each slash mark, then stop. 

Student B: Repeat what student A says. 

 

Several theories / have been proposed / about why the dinosaurs disappeared / from the face of the earth. / In recent 

years, / one popular theory / proposes that climatic changes / caused the dinosaurs / to become extinct. / This climatic 

change theory / says that millions of years ago / the climate of the world / gradually became colder. / As the earth 

slowly became colder, / fewer plants were able to grow. / The cold weather / finally resulted / in a severe shortage of 

food / for the dinosaurs. / As you probably know, / most of the dinosaurs were vegetarians, / and they depended / on 

plants for their food supply. / In summary, then, / the disappearance of the dinosaurs / was caused directly / by a 

shortage of plants to eat, / and indirectly / by a change in the climate. / Many scientists / still believe / that the climatic 

change theory / best explains / why the dinosaurs disappeared. / This theory argues / that the dinosaurs / disappeared 

gradually/ --slowly--/ as the earth became colder / and their food supply dwindled. 
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Several theories have been proposed  

____________________________________________________ from the face of the earth. In recent years, one 

popular theory  

_______________________________________________ caused the dinosaurs to become extinct. 

____________________________________________________ says that millions of years ago the climate of the 

world gradually became colder.  

____________________________________________________fewer plants were able to grow.  

The cold weather finally resulted  

__________________________________________________ for the dinosaurs. As you probably know, 

____________________________________________________,  

and they depended on plants for their food supply. In summary, then, 

_______________________________________________ was caused directly 

__________________________________________________, and indirectly by a change in the climate. 

____________________________________________________ that the climatic change theory best explains why the 

dinosaurs disappeared. This theory argues that the dinosaurs disappeared gradually--slowly--as the earth became colder 

____________________________________________________. 

 

 

 

Several theories have been proposed  

____________________________________________________ from the face of the earth. In recent years, one 

popular theory  

_______________________________________________ caused the dinosaurs to become extinct. 

____________________________________________________ says that millions of years ago the climate of the 

world gradually became colder.  

____________________________________________________fewer plants were able to grow.  

The cold weather finally resulted  

__________________________________________________ for the dinosaurs. As you probably know, 

____________________________________________________,  

and they depended on plants for their food supply. In summary, then, 

_______________________________________________ was caused directly 

__________________________________________________, and indirectly by a change in the climate. 

____________________________________________________ that the climatic change theory best explains why the 

dinosaurs disappeared. This theory argues that the dinosaurs disappeared gradually--slowly--as the earth became colder 

____________________________________________________. 
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Read the transcript, or listen to the lecture again, and make notes about the main ideas of the lecture. Don’t 

copy sentences from the transcript. Just write the key words that help you remember what the speaker said. 

 

 

Introduction:  

 

 

  

theory 1 

 

theory 2 

 

explanation:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

evidence:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 
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Here is an example of notes about the lecture. While you look at these notes, explain the two theories to a 

classmate. After you practice that spoken explanation, write a summary of the lecture. 

 

 

Introduction: two theories—explain dinosaur extinction 

 

  

theory 1 

 

 

theory 2 

explanation: climate change, slowly colder, plants died, 

shortage of food 

sudden climate change, asteroid impact dust 

cloud, earth cold suddenly, plants died quickly 

evidence: 65,000,000 years ago dinosaurs extinct, climate 

colder 

iridium—layers of the earth 65 million years old, 

same layer—last dinosaur bones, 

iridium—rare on earth, common on asteroids 

 

Conclusion: two theories still debated, new theory in future? 

 

 

Write a summary of the lecture. Use these notes to write 4 paragraphs that summarize the lecture. 

1. Introduction 

2. Theory 1, explanation and evidence 

3. Theory 2, explanation and evidence 

4. Conclusion 


